
What can you do?
SAFETY

> Avalanches are a matter of timing.  
Some days steep slopes are safe, some 
days they are not.

> 90% of avalanche victims die in slides 
triggered by themselves or a member of 
their group.

> A buried victim has an 80% chance of 
survival after 10 minutes, but survival 
quickly drops to a 40% chance after 12 
minutes.

So you can ride it one at a time.
So you can watch your partners from a 
safe location.

What is Avalanche Terrain?
ANY slope steeper than 30 degrees 
is avalanche terrain ...Even very small 
slopes ...Even slopes with trees

ALSO low angle slopes are avalanche 
terrain if they have steep slopes above 
them

YOU can trigger avalanches from the 
flats in certain conditions

N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
an

 P
ub

lic
 A

va
la

nc
he

 D
an

ge
r 

Sc
al

e
A

va
la

nc
he

 d
an

ge
r 

is
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
lik

el
ih

oo
d,

 s
iz

e 
an

d 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
of

 a
va

la
nc

he
s.

Tr
av

el
 A

dv
ic

e
Li

ke
lih

oo
d 

of
 A

va
la

nc
he

s
Av

al
an

ch
e 

Si
ze

an
d 

Di
st

rib
ut

io
n

Av
oi

d 
al

l a
va

la
nc

he
 t

er
ra

in
.

Ve
ry

 d
an

ge
ro

us
 a

va
la

nc
he

 c
on

di
tio

ns
. 

Tr
av

el
 in

 a
va

la
nc

he
 t

er
ra

in
 n

ot
 re

co
m

m
en

de
d.

Da
ng

er
ou

s 
av

al
an

ch
e 

co
nd

iti
on

s. 
Ca

re
fu

l s
no

w
pa

ck
 

ev
al

ua
tio

n,
 c

au
tio

us
 ro

ut
e-

fin
di

ng
 a

nd
 c

on
se

rv
at

iv
e 

de
ci

si
on

-m
ak

in
g 

es
se

nt
ia

l.

H
ei

gh
te

ne
d 

av
al

an
ch

e 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

on
 s

pe
ci

fic
 t

er
ra

in
 

fe
at

ur
es

. E
va

lu
at

e 
sn

ow
 a

nd
 te

rr
ai

n 
ca

re
fu

lly
; i

de
nt

ify
 

fe
at

ur
es

 o
f c

on
ce

rn
.

G
en

er
al

ly
 s

af
e 

av
al

an
ch

e 
co

nd
iti

on
s. 

W
at

ch
 fo

r 
un

st
ab

le
 s

no
w

 o
n 

is
ol

at
ed

 t
er

ra
in

 fe
at

ur
es

. 

N
at

ur
al

 a
nd

 h
um

an
-

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
av

al
an

ch
es

 
ce

rt
ai

n.

N
at

ur
al

 a
va

la
nc

he
s 

lik
el

y;
 h

um
an

-
tr

ig
ge

re
d 

av
al

an
ch

es
 

ve
ry

 li
ke

ly
.

N
at

ur
al

 a
va

la
nc

he
s 

po
ss

ib
le

; h
um

an
-

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
av

al
an

ch
es

 
lik

el
y. 

N
at

ur
al

 a
va

la
nc

he
s 

un
lik

el
y;

 h
um

an
-

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
av

al
an

ch
es

 
po

ss
ib

le
.

N
at

ur
al

 a
nd

 h
um

an
-

tr
ig

ge
re

d 
av

al
an

ch
es

 
un

lik
el

y.

La
rg

e 
to

 v
er

y 
la

rg
e 

av
al

an
ch

es
 in

 m
an

y 
ar

ea
s.

La
rg

e 
av

al
an

ch
es

 in
 m

an
y 

ar
ea

s;
 o

r v
er

y 
la

rg
e 

av
al

an
ch

es
 in

 s
pe

ci
fic

 a
re

as
.

Sm
al

l a
va

la
nc

he
s 

in
 m

an
y 

ar
ea

s;
 o

r l
ar

ge
 a

va
la

nc
he

s 
in

 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
ar

ea
s;

 o
r v

er
y 

la
rg

e 
av

al
an

ch
es

 in
 is

ol
at

ed
 a

re
as

.

Sm
al

l a
va

la
nc

he
s 

in
 s

pe
ci

fic
 

ar
ea

s;
 o

r l
ar

ge
 a

va
la

nc
he

s 
in

 is
ol

at
ed

 a
re

as
.

Sm
al

l a
va

la
nc

he
s 

in
 

is
ol

at
ed

 a
re

as
 o

r e
xt

re
m

e 
te

rr
ai

n.

Sa
fe

 b
ac

kc
ou

nt
ry

 t
ra

ve
l r

eq
ui

re
s 

tr
ai

ni
ng

 a
nd

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e.

 Y
ou

 c
on

tr
ol

 y
ou

r 
ow

n 
ris

k 
by

 c
ho

os
in

g 
w

he
re

, w
he

n 
an

d 
ho

w
 y

ou
 t

ra
ve

l.

Ex
tr

em
e

5

H
ig

h
4

Co
ns

id
er

ab
le

3

M
od

er
at

e
2

Lo
w

1
1235454

Da
ng

er
 L

ev
el

Avalanche

This brochure was produced by the Forest Service National Avalanche Center with 
photos provided by the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center, the International 
Snowmobile Manufacturers Association, Backcountry Access, and Mystery Ranch.

Always...
Go one at a time

Look for recent 
avalanches

Carry rescue gear

Identify Avalanche 
Terrain

For the latest avalanche conditions: www.avalanche.org



Carry Rescue Gear
> A buried rider has only minutes to live.
> Everyone needs to help with the rescue, and they all need the proper gear.
> Don’t send anyone for help unless you have lots of people

EVERYONE must carry:

Recent Avalanches
STOP and LOOK for recent avalanches.  These are major warning signs that slopes with a 
similar aspect and elevation are also unstable.  Do not ignore these signs.

Whumpfing or Cracking
Hearing a whumpfing sound or seeing crack shoot through the snow shoot means the 
snowpack is unstable.  When these occur on a steep slope, the result is an avalanche.

Heavy Snowfall
Significant snowfall can make the snowpack unstable.  More weight added to the snowpack, 
makes avalanches more likely.

Blowing Snow
Wind blown snow adds weight to the snowpack even faster than heavy snowfall.  Wind blown 
snow is usually found under ridgelines near cornices.

Rain
Rain adds weight and weakens the snowpack at the same time.  Rain on a cold dry snowpack 
almost always causes avalanches.

Rapid Warming
Rapid warming can make the snowpack unstable, especially when air temperatures are near 
or above freezing.  On warm days, watch for wet snow and small avalanches.  These are signs 
that bigger avalanches are possible.

> A beacon to find a buried rider
> A probe to pinpoint their location
> A shovel to dig them out

An air bag pack is 
another great item 
that has saved lives

>

Recognize Red Flags – these are 
Mother Nature’s warning signs

For more info and online tutorials: www.fsavalanche.org


